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it was necessary to engage for councilors of state and senators hackney coaches, whose numbers were covered with white paper, producing an effect far more ludicrous than if the numbers had remained visible.
On the day of his installation at the Tuileries, scarcely had the First Consul arrived before he mounted his horse and held a review in the court of the palace, which was not then surrounded by a railing, but inclosed by ill-jointed boards; and the Place du Carrousel was then small and very irregular. The change was rapid; a word from Napoleon was sufficient.
The First Consul admitted that he was happy during his reviews. ((And you, too, I am sure, are well content while I am with your conscripts,}> said he one day to General Lannes. (<You do not grumble because the parade retards our dinner for an hour.>J <( Oh dear no!J) replied General Lannes, (< it is all alike to me, whether I eat my soup warm or cold, provided you will set us to work at making a hot broth for those rascally English.w
He had an aversion for the English that I have never observed in any other general of the Emperor's army, even of those who had fought under the Republic.
The quintidians (for we must speak the language of the period) were chosen for reviews, or rather for parades, in the court of the Tuileries. These parades were a spectacle worth seeing, especially during the Consulate. Under the Empire they might be more magnificent; but in 1800 their splendor was wholly national. It was the glory of France that we contemplated in those squadrons and battalions, which, whether composed of conscripts or veterans, equally impressed with fear the foreigner who surveyed them from the windows of the palace; for the ardor of the young troops was fostered by constantly beholding the old musketeers of the Consular Guard covered with scars.
The First Consul took pleasure in these reviews, which would sometimes occupy him for five hours together, without a moment's interval of repose. All the regiments in France came alternately to Paris and passed in review with the Guards every fortnight at noon. The First Consul was on these occasions always attended by the aid-de-camp on duty, the Minister of War, the General commanding the first Division, and the Command-vet cif a place at the barritres^ worth two thousand francs.bed with the words;  '
